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Annual General Meeting

25 September 2007, Sydney Convention Centre

Minutes

Apologies

Marilyn Ball, Graham Farquar, Mark Hovendon, Peer Schrenk, Brian Atwell, Andrew Netting 

Minutes 2006AGM

Peter Ryan moved that the minutes of the 2006 AGM be accepted as a true record of the meeting.

Seconded by Steve Tyerman.

Business Arising from the Minutes

There was no business arising.

Reports

President’s report (for more details see 2007 President’s Report www.plantsci.org.au)
David Day tabled and spoke to a written President’s Report.  The main points raised in the President’s report were:

· Plant science as an industry and research area had continued to perform strongly with Peter Waterhouse and Ming-Bo Wang being awarded the Prime Minister’s Science Prize.

· Despite this strength in the plant sciences, the ASPS membership continues to decline:

· Members need to keep membership up to date and encourage students, postdocs and colleagues to join. A number of students in the plant sciences are members of ASBMB rather than ASPS.

· A new on-line payment system will be used as a trigger to encourage potential members to join.

· Plant Science Education:

· Enrolments in plant sciences across the nation are declining, presenting a marketing challenge for plant science education.

· There will be an undergraduate Eureka Prize next year in which it may be possible to foster plant science entries.  It had proved too difficult to obtain multiple sponsors to cover the large cost of a specific Eureka Prize in the plant arena. 

· 
· A National Summit on Plant Science Education including researchers, educators and education officers from Centres will be held to clarify the issues and develop plans to enhance enrolments in the plant sciences. Members wishing to be involved or add ideas should contact the President.

· Activities of the Executive this year included:

· Mounting an attractive plant biology program in ComBIO 2007

· The president, secretary and Whole Plant discipline representative, represented the Society at Science Meets Parliament in Canberra and promoted plant biology and its role in global climate change.

· Soliciting and assessing nominations for various awards offered by ASPS.  David reported that the JG Wood memorial lecturer was Rana Munns from CSIRO and the Goldacre award was won by Ulrike Mathesius from ANU.

· RN Robertson travel award was secured by the transfer of ASPS reserves to this fund.  A donation from the International Society of Plant Molecular Biology allowed a number of  student travel fellowships to be awarded.

· Thanks to the efforts of Peter Ryan, ASPS now has more sustaining members.

· David thanked the executive for their enthusiastic efforts and the Council members for their support. 

Murray Badger moved that the President’s report be accepted, seconded by Jan Conroy.

Treasurer’s Report(for more details see 2007 Treasurer’s Report www.plantsci.org.au)

Peter Ryan spoke to a tabled Treasurer’s Report .  The main points embedded in the report include:

· Over the last audit period, the Society accumulated a surplus of $6,673 with a balance at the end of the period of $92,363. 

· $30,476 was received from International Society of Plant Molecular Biology to support Australian students in plant molecular biology to travel to international conferences.

· The society donated $20,000 to RN Robertson Travelling Fellowship to bring the total for this fund to $63,750.

· A one-off payment of $4000 was made as funding for ComBIO2009 in New Zealand.

· There has been a continuing decline in membership of ASPS with a fall from 473 in 2005 to 363 in 2007.   

· No applications for “seed” money to plan and organize scientific meetings were received in 2007.

· Through efforts of the treasurer, ASPS now has 7 sustaining members which helps offset the decline in ordinary membership.

Barry Pogson moved that the Treasurer’s report for 2006-7 be accepted, seconded by Jennifer Henry.

The chairman thanked Peter Ryan for his enthusiastic and untiring efforts as treasurer. The meeting demonstrated its appreciation by loud applause.

Functional Plant Biology Report (for more details see 2007 Functional Plant Biology Report www.plantsci.org.au).  Jennifer Henry presented the 2007 FPB report noting that:

· Amanda Ellery acted Editor for FPB from November 2006- April 2007 while Jennifer was on maternity leave.

· CSIRO PUBLISHING plans to shift its journals to an external Editor-in-Chief model, effectively outsourcing all Editor roles. An Editor-in-Chief (EiC) will be contracted for each journal, to bring scientific skills and networks to the journal and to manage acceptance. An EiC will typically be a person with a strong publication record, actively researching, with a demonstrated interest in the publishing process and with affiliations to a university or research institution.  Specialist Editors will be selected that meet the strategic objectives and scope of each journal and who will, in turn, assist the EiC in the peer review process. The number and physical location of editors will vary by journal. Honoraria: To be negotiated to the value of $312,000 (across 24 journals; approximately $13,000 per journal). Four Journal Publishers will be appointed to be responsible for the scientific and financial success of several journals and will be the principal liaison point between the EiC and CSIRO PUBLISHING.  The plant science journals (FPB, AJB, ASB and IJWF) will be run by one of the Journal Publishers.  Details are still to be clarified but the EiC will change every 2-3 years.  Members should direct their comments about this plan to Graham Farquhar (Chair, Editorial Advisory Board FPB) or David Day (ASPS representative on FPB Editorial Advisory Board).   

· Special Issues: Two in 2007; Collection of papers delivered at the Vince Franceschi Memorial Conference edited by Gerry Edwards and Carbohydrate Metabolism edited by Alison Smith.  Two special issues are planned for 2007; Collections of papers  presented at EcoFizz 2007 (satellite meeting of ComBIO) edited by Oula Ghannoum, David Ellsworth and David Tissue and at FSPM07 (New Zealand) edited by Przemyslaw Prusinkiewicz and Jim Hanan.  

· FPB Best Paper Award for 2006 recipient is Rebecca Miller.  The first author must be an ASPS member and a PhD candidate or less than 10 years post PhD.  This prize is assessed in conjunction with the ASPS Executive. Previous recipients were Nick Gould (2005) and Megan Lindsay (2004).  

· Goldacre Award. FPB is proud to sponsor the 2007 Award to Ulrike Mathesius (ANU),  who will submit a review to FPB  “Auxin – at the root of symbiotic nodule development”.  Previous awardees are Peter Dodds (2006) and Yong-Ling Ruan (2005).  

· FPB sponsored the 2007 NZSPB Roger Slack Award (previously NZSPB Outstanding Physiologist Award) to Kevin Gould (University of Otago).  The previous winner was Margaret Barbour.

· FPB held a successful promotion at 2007 ASPB meeting in Chicago.

· A trial period (August to Setpember 2007) of free online access for papers since 2005 was underway.

· Turnaround time until first decision continues to be 4 weeks, with 6 week from acceptance to publication.

· An open access option with an author fee of $US2500 is available.

David Day thanked Jennifer for her report and her pivotal role in the recent major success of FPB reflected in its stellar increase in ISI impact factor.  The meeting expressed its strong support for the work that Jennifer had carried out in FPB and for ASPS. 

There was concern from the floor that neither the Editorial Board nor ASPS had been consulted about the new journal model. The plan did not recognize the excellence that had been achieved with FPB and was more driven by financial considerations than maintaining and improving the quality of the journals. The continued support from FPB for the Goldacre Award  is important to ASPS.   It was considered by many that it would be impossible for an EiC to carry out the required work effectively for the proposed $10,000.  Indeed, Barry Pogson suggested that ASPS should consider if it should remain associated with FPB under these circumstances. Steve Tyerman enquired as to what response other societies had made to this plan, suggesting that a co-ordinated response to CSIRO publishing might be most effective.  David Day undertook to solicit opinion from other societies and members on the planned changes with a view to writing to CSIRO Publishing on the matter.

Plants in Action Report  (for more details see Plants in Action Report at www.plantsci.org.au). In Brian Atwell’s absence, the Chair referred to his tabled report that emphasised the following points:

· Progress on the 2nd Edition of Plants in Action, which will be a more modern and penetrating book, has progressed slowly in the past year,

· A four person editorial team has been established, with a clear and detailed vision for the subject matter of the 20 chapters.

· A detailed plan for new and previous writers has been developed.   Particular consideration has been given to copyright problems that may arise as new writers contribute to existing sections.

· A letterhead has been designed for the project.

· A draft contract from CSIRO Publishing has been sent to the editorial committee.

· The project is running over time and publication is likely to be in late 2009.

The plan for the book to be interactive, possibly including a CD with active models that have been developed for use by undergraduate students was noted.   Members were encouraged to let Brain Atwell know about any such models that they are aware of that could be appropriate in this contex
Phytogen Report  (for more details see Phytogen Report at www.plantsci.org.au ).  Helen Irving, Phytogen Editor, reported that 3 issues of Phytogen per year have been produced and that she was willing to edit 2 further editions.   She noted that the editors relied strongly on 
the assistance of the discipline representatives in the various states for material.  She encouraged members to highlight their achievements in the ‘Twigs and Branches’ and “Did 
you Know” sections. She asked members to provide reports on meetings they had attended and noted that she was looking for a volunteer to report on ComBIO 2007.


David Day proposed a vote of thanks to Helen Irving and Andy Netting for their hard work on Phytogen.  

Election of officers

David Day explained that membership of the ASPS Council is declared vacant each year.  Those eligible for re-election had been invited to re-nominate and all but the Phytogen Editors had accepted.   Nominations for vacated positions were called for from the ASPS membership. A nomination for each position was received by the due date and these were put to the meeting (see Table below);

ASPS COUNCIL FOR 2007-2008

New nominations are highlighted

	Council Position
	Nominated

	President
	Professor David Day

(Sydney University)



	President elect
	Dr Rana Munns

(CSIRO Plant Industry, Canberra)


	Hon Secretary
	Professor Robyn Overall

(Sydney University)



	Hon Treasurer:
	Dr Anthony Ashton

 (CSIRO Plant Industry, Canberra)


	Genetics & Molecular Biology
	Dr Patrick Finnegan

(University of Western Australia)



	Cell biology
	Dr David McCurdy

(University of Newcastle)



	Plant-microbe interactions


	Dr Peer Schenk

University of Queensland



	Whole plants
	Assoc Prof Michael Tauz

University of Melbourne 


	Plant development
	Dr Dennis Greer

(Charles Sturt University)



	Environmental & Ecophysiology

Global change
	Dr Oula Ghannoum

University of Western

 Sydney 


	Plant Science Education
	Dr Chris Ford

University of Adelaide

	Student Representative
	Chrystal Sweetnam FlindersUniversity & 

University of Adelaide 



ASPS Sub-Committees

	Appointed, not elected


	ASPS Member
	Willing to continue

	FASTS Representative
	Prof Graham Farquhar

(Australian National University)
	yes



	Functional Plant Biology
	Dr Jennifer Henry

(CSIRO Publishing)
	yes

	Plants in Action
	Assoc Prof Brian Atwell

(Macquarie University)
	yes

	Phytogen Editors
	Dr Helen Irving (University of Melbourne)

Dr Andy Netting (University of NSW)
	6 months

6 months




Support Services

	Appointed, not elected
	ASPS Member
	Willing to continue

	Membership data base
	Jeremy Foster

(UWA) 
	yes



	Webmaster

	Michael Deves (Lythrum Press, Adelaide)
	yes

	Website Manager
	Ms Lidia Mischis 

(Flinders University)
	yes


Helen Irving moved that the nominations for the 2007-2008 ASPS Council be accepted on block; seconded by Tom Roberts.

The meeting unanimously approved the new Council.

David Day encouraged members to consider taking on the important role of Phytogen editor and to contact him if they were interested in contributing to the society in this way.

General Business

Teaching Award 

(i) Naming of the Award.  Robyn Overall reported that the Council had voted to maintain the name of the award as the ASPS Teaching Award.

(ii) Future ASPS Teaching Awards Chris Ford (Plant Science Education Representative) strongly encouraged members to make nominations for this award. He plans to enlist the assistance of discipline representatives in soliciting nominations in the furture.

Revision of ASPS Website  (for more details, see ASPS Website report at www.plantsci.org.au). Peter Ryan reported that the website will be rejuvenated, noting the following points:
· a facility for online payment of fees will be developed.  The anticipated cost of $500 per annum for this system will be offset by a decrease in workload for our current membership assistant, Jeremy Forster.
· Membership details will be saved on a database and will come up automatically when user to membership renewal page.  Entry will probably be via a PIN number.
· Two quotes were obtained and Michael Major Media Pty Ltd was of their competitive quote and experience with similar sized organizations (e.g. Australian Society of Viticulture and Oenology and the Australian Wine Research Institute)
· Web address to be changed from “plantsci.org.au” to “asps.org.au”
Paul Kriedeman explained that he had chosen the current web address to provide flexibility for future name changes of the Society.

Tom Roberts proposed that the society approve the changes to the website and web address as presented; seconded by Rosemary White. 

The motion was carried.

Robertson Fund/ISPMB2006 Awards (see footnote to 2007 Treasurer’s Report www.plantsci.org.au for more details). Peter Ryan, treasurer, reported:

· The RN Robertson Travelling Fellowship for 2007 was awarded to Mikolaj Cieslak from University of Queensland to visit Massey University, New Zealand.

· ISPMB2006 Awards: Approximately half of the $30,376 received from the International Society of Plant Molecular Biology was used to support 7 students for international travel. The second round will be advertised in 2008 

Jubilee Year for Society (2008)

Robyn Overall reported that this issue was discussed at the 2007 Council Meeting. It was agreed that the celebrations should focus around 2007 ComBIO in Canberra and that the Canberra organizing committee will need to be involved.  The following proposals were put forward as potential ways to mark the Jubilee year.  

· A special ASPS Jubilee Dinner at ComBIO with invitations to past members of 
ASPS to join in.

· Invitations to all previous presidents to the dinner

· A Symposium , ideally on the afternoon of the Juibilee dinner, to focus on some major achievements of ASPS members in the 50 years.  This could include sets of  talks by different scientific “generations” with both a retrospective and forward focus.

· A special ASPS Jubilee Wine Label from some of our wine-making members.

· Website Jubilee feature :
 50 ASPS stories
Martha Ludwig proposed that a Jubilee Committee be established to work with ComBIO 2008 organizers to plan and co-ordinate celebrations. Seconded by Rosemary White. 

The motion was carried unanimously.

ComBIO 2008 in Canberra

Barry Pogson, Program Director for ComBIO 2008 in Canberra reported that planning is well advanced.   The first round of invitations to international speakers has been sent, with acceptances already received from Sally Assman and Leon Kochian.  A Major satellite meeting at ANU in Plant Energy Biology will be held before ComBIO and will bring additional specialists to Canberra at that time.

Plant Biology 2009 in Hawaii- American Society of Plant Biologists meeting
The Chair noted that the American Society of Plant Biologists will meet in Hawaii in 2009 and that the society should support this meeting.

Other Business

Early Career Members

Marissa Collins noted the potential for the society to win the loyalty of its early career members by providing a mentoring programme and career workshops.  She noted that the ASPS Career Workshop organised at Adelaide in 2006 had been very helpful and proposed that similar ASPS workshops separate from those organised by ASBMB should be run every year. It was suggested that the Education Representative might be involved in organising these programs and that they could be promoted at Plenary lectures.  David Day undertook to ask the ComBIO organizers to include such a session in their program for 2008.

