Proposal to establish a National Organizing Committee for ComBio.

ComBio is the major annual scientific meeting of our three societies (ASBMB, ASPS, ANZSCDB). Necessarily it is one of the broadest meetings devoted to the biological sciences in Australia and New Zealand. As such, it has the responsibility of providing a major forum for our members, which allows them access to leading international scientists and the opportunity to present and discuss their current research.

Traditionally, ComBio is organized by a local committee which handles both the scientific program as well as local meeting arrangements and social events. This carries two advantages:

a) Geographic proximity makes it reasonably easy for the committee(s) to meet.

b) An opportunity for each meeting to have a distinctive local flavour, influenced by the scientific interests of the local committee.

However, this approach also carries some disadvantages;

i) It runs the risk that the meeting can become parochial, where the scientific interests of the committee do not reasonably reflect the interests of the broader society memberships. Where this affects the choice of plenary speakers and symposia, it limits the attractiveness of the meeting.

ii) There is no corporate memory. The process of organizing ComBio has to be reinvented with each meeting. Although Sally Jay provides some continuity, this only extends to organizational aspects – it does not affect the scientific program. The lack of corporate memory runs the risk that familiar topics and symposia will be recycled from year to year, promoting conservatism rather than innovative programming. 

We propose the creation of a National Organizing Committee (NOC) to assist the Program chair. We envisage that the NOC will act in an advisory capacity to assist the Program Chair. The major aims of this NOC are:


a) To provide corporate memory that cannot realistically be expected of a LOC.


b) To provide a transparent mechanism for the interests of the partner societies to be satisfied. In particular, to provide a sounding board for the Program Chair to ensure that parochial interests do not dominate the program and that broad society interests (e.g. special interest groups) are addressed.

Membership of the NOC will comprise:

President  of each society (ASBMB, ASPS, ANZSCDB)

President-Elect/Past President (whichever is in office) of each society.

Program Chairs of the two previous LOCs (if appropriate)

Mechanism

We propose that the Program Chair, with input from the LOC Chair, consult regularly with the NOC. Important priorities for the NOC will be to advise on the program structure, including choice of Plenary speakers and the Symposium streams/topics.

