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Plants in Action progress report – September 2008
· There has been rather modest progress for the past year. Many reasons for this but the complexity of the writing exercise and the commitments of so many of our colleagues grow perceptibly as time goes by. This places pressures on these sorts of ‘extra-curricular’ activities. However, the commitment among the plant scientists of Australia and New Zealand is going to carry us through

· The have about 80-90 writers who have either not written for the first edition or are undertaking new sections this time. There is far more ‘co-authorship’ of sections this time in order to add breadth and a reduced dependency on individuals. This brings risks and already it is evident that we have to manage the production of material even before the editors get it
· We have about 40-50 existing writers and while the editors would like minimal changes to the first edition, it is going to be almost impossible. This adds considerable cost

· Editorial Advisors will oversee the chapter composition by looking at several chapters at a time.

· Expect dispatch of invitation letter in the next few weeks by email and with electronic copy of the first edition text as well. This will provide simple templates to get the writers started

· The second edition is characterised by (1) less dense sections that are peppered with equations and theory. The new book will attempt to be scientifically rigorous but offer a better narrative; (2) more extensive molecular evidence for plant physiological observations throughout (3) substantial reference to the combination of techniques that we apply to modern plant biology (e.g. evolutionary biology, molecular analysis and ecology together); (4) a new chapter on climate change biology

· The time frame will hinge on the schedules of the editors and publishers. We aim for a solid draft text by next winter.

· Funds have been almost impossible to raise and what we have is with great pain and difficulty. This has been a very graphic illustration of the disconnect between the hazards of climate change and the benefits that accrue from plant sciences. There are messages here for ASPS.

The chapter plans will be circulated at the meeting and I encourage comment. We will make these documents available for general circulation just yet. Please feel free to come to me with comments.
Brian Atwell – 18 September 2008
