
Functional Plant Biology report 
2016 was not the best year for the journal with its impact factor going down by about 0.3 
units. While this trend is typical for most journals in the Plant Science area (e.g. Plant Cell 
has dropped from 9.38 in 2014 to 8.76 in 2016; compare both numbers with 11.2 in 2005). 
There reasons to explain these trends will be discussed during the Board of Standards 
meeting in early December. Personally, I see three (related) reasons: 

- A sky-rocketing number of open access journals with lower standards for peer review 
assessment that attracts authors by the easiness of publication; 

- FPB subscription is not part of the major “packages” subscribed by universities. This 
complicates access to reprints and force the authors to refer to other (more 
accessible) papers. 

- FPB is not indexed in PubMed and thus do not have as much visibility as other 
journals. 

Actions taken 
- I am going to raise all these issues during BoS meeting in Canberra later this year 

and resolve all (most) of above issues (e.g. indexing);  
- I am also very confident that three latest Special Issues (Plant Phenotyping 44(1) 

2017; Flooding and Low Oxygen Responses in Plants 44(9) 2017; and Plant 
Signalling 45(1&2) 2018) will significantly boost journal’s IF; 

- Prof Jill Farrant from U Cape Town have been appointed as a Review Editor, and we 
are trying to recruit some high profile contributors.  

Calls for action 
- I would like to call to all ASPS members to support the journal by sending at least one 

high quality publication to be published in FPB; 
- We are planning another special issue with a tentative title Ion Transport in Plant 

Organelles in 2018 and would like to ask you to contribute (either as a guest editors, 
or/and as contributors) 

 
Sergey Shabala, Editor-in-Chief 
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