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Minutes of the 2014 ASPS Annual General Meeting, 1 October 2014

(National Convention Centre, Canberra; 17:30-18:30)

Attending (Quorum – 20 members): Cecilia Blomstedt, Christine Böttcher, Chris Cazzanelli, Sabrina Chin, Tim Colmer, Jonathon Dragwidge, Gonzalo Estavillo, John Evans, Brett Ferguson, Dennis Fernando, Jamie Flynn, Trevor Garnett, Tony Gendall, Matt Gilliham, Dennis Greer, Chris Grof, Patrick Hayes, Helen Irving, Alex Johnson, Ashley Jones, Brent Kaiser, Maxim Kapralov, Hans Lambers, Jun Li, Siyang Liao, Yong-hua Liu, Martha Ludwig, Ulrike Mathesius, Ricky Milne, Rushna Munir, Rana Munns, Hoa Nguyen, Tina Offler, William Palmer, John Patrick, Barry Pogson, Ute Roessner, Vivien Rolland, Lei Ru, Peter Ryan, Johannes Scharwies, Megan Shelden, Thy Truong, Steve Tyerman, Rens Voesenek, Stefanic Wege, Janet Wheeler, Jonathan Wignes, Honghong Wu, Zeyu Xiao, Huiming Zhang 
Apologies: Ros Gleadow
ASPS President Tim Colmer opened the meeting by welcoming attendees and thanking all for attending.  

1. Confirm Minutes from 2013 

Motion to confirm minutes received for the last AGM by email. 
Barry Pogson moved, Brent Kaiser seconded, motion carried.

2. President’s Report

The President’s Report was tabled at the meeting.

Tim Colmer thanked Ulrike Mathesius and Yong-Ling Ruan for their work on the ComBio2014 Organising and Program Committee and for putting together a stimulating and successful program. Attendees applauded in agreement.

The 6th Asia and Oceania Conference on Photobiology held in Sydney in November 2013 returned a profit on top of the seed funds granted by ASPS ($6166.00). The Conference co-chairs, Scott Byrne and Min Chen, have proposed that these additional funds be used by ASPS to support an Early Career Researcher (10 years post-PhD) and a PhD student ASPS member to attend the next meeting in 2016. The ASPS Executive Committee have suggested that a competitive call for applications be made to all members at an appropriate time in 2015. A selection committee will convene to review applications for the awards. If no competitive application is submitted for one of these two categories of researcher, then two awards in the same category could be granted or the funds could be held over to provide a similar travel award to the Photobiology conference in 2019. Motion to accept the proposal. 
John Evans moved, Hans Lambers seconded, motion carried. 

The 2014 winners of the ASPS prizes, lectures, and awards were congratulated by Tim Colmer and applauded by the attendees. Twenty-six students received support to attend ComBio2014. Eligible members of the group were reminded to consider applying for the ASPS Teaching Award, and all were asked to encourage colleagues and supervisors to apply.
Tim Colmer took the opportunity to thank ASPS Corresponding Members for their contributions to determining the recipient of the Goldacre Award, the Executive for the Robertson Award, and all who contributed to the poster judging at ComBio2014.
A merger of the roles of the Phytogen Editor and the ASPS website social media coordinator is underway, with Gonzalo Estavillo taking on this new role (see Item 4 below). Tim Colmer thanked Tina Offler and Gonzalo Estavillo for their energy and efforts in Phytogen and the social media face of the ASPS website, respectively, over the last year.   

Tim Colmer thanked Rana Munns for her continued involvement in Plants in Action and the progress made on Plants in Action 2 (see Item 5b below)

Tim Colmer thanked the members of the ASPS Executive, the Discipline Representatives, members sitting on national committees, and those involved in the organising and programming of ComBio2014. Members acknowledged their thanks with applause.
The President’s report was accepted by those present.     

3. Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report was tabled at the meeting.

Brent Kaiser thanked Helen Irving for her support over the last year as he took on the role of Treasurer.
The Society had a 2013/14 deficit of $6302.42; however, is expected to be back in the black in 2014/15 due to incoming funds that have been delayed through procedural issues, up-dating memberships, and conference income.
A proposal to raise membership fees is included in the Treasurer’s Report. This proposal will be put to a vote at the 2015 ASPS AGM. Discussion was opened on this proposal, and further feedback should be addressed to Brent Kaiser.
	Proposed changes to ASPS membership fees

	
	Current
	Proposed

	Student (4 year)
	$60
	$100

	Ordinary (1 year)
	$85
	$100

	Ordinary (2 year)
	$155
	$180

	Ordinary (4 year)
	-
	$340


Peter Ryan: queried an increase in membership fees if the Society was in a good financial position as indicated by the Treasurer’s Report. Brent Kaiser pointed out that currently much of the ASPS website maintenance was being done free-of-charge by Janet Wheeler, who was thanked. However, this situation needed to be changed, and the contribution to Janet Wheeler’s workload recognised financially. Brent Kaiser also pointed out that to continue to support increased numbers of student travel awards, as seen for ComBio2014, more funds are needed.
Hans Lambers: thought the proposed fees are reasonable, and expressed concern over declining membership in the Society. Brent Kaiser suggested that the apparent decline may be due to lapsed members, and that plans to generate automatic renewal notices are being considered. Until then, the membership list needed to be manually checked for lapsed members, and of course, new members need to be recruited. A short discussion continued over whether all renewals should be done on the same date, or whether they be done on a calendar year.

John Patrick: questioned whether the returns on the RN Robertson fund are optimised. Brent Kaiser said this would be looked into.

Graham Farquhar: asked that consideration be given to not holding the ASPS annual meeting every year with ASBMB, ANZSCDB.
The Treasurer’s report was accepted by those present.
4. Phytogen Editor’s Report
The Phytogen Editor’s Report was tabled at the meeting.
At the 2013 ASPS Council Meeting and AGM held in Perth, it was decided that something different needed to be done with the content of Phytogen as contributions were not being submitted. Since July 2014, Tina Offler and Janet Wheeler have been uploading articles after receipt and editing; however, engagement has continued to be low. Further discussion about Phytogen occurred at the 2014 ASPS Council Meeting, and it was decided to merge the role of the Editor with that of an ASPS social media coordinator. Gonzalo Estavillo will take on this role, with input from Tina during the initial transition. The group acknowledged this change and thanked Gonzalo and Tina with applause. Members are urged to send contributions and feedback about the ASPS website to Gonzalo Estavillo.   
5. Functional Plant Biology Report
The Editor-in-Chief of Functional Plant Biology, Sergey Shabala, was not able to attend the meeting this year but he had attended the ASPS Council meeting earlier in the week.

Tim Colmer, speaking on behalf of ASPS, thanked Rana Munns for her leadership and for supporting the Society while Editor-in-Chief of Functional Plant Biology. He also congratulated Sergey Shabala as the new Editor-in-Chief of the journal. The group acknowledged Rana Munns’ contributions and the new Editor-in-Chief with applause.
5b.  Plants in Action Report
Rana Munns gave an update on “Plants In Action 2”. Chapters 1, 2, 5, 6, 11, and 14 are available on the ASPS website. Chapters 3 and 4 will be added soon. Any feedback on this version of the book is welcome, please contact Rana Munns.

6. Election of New Members of the Executive and Discipline Representatives
Members of ASPS Executive Committee elected:

· President – John Evans (nominated by Martha Ludwig, seconded by Tim Colmer), thanks to Tim Colmer for serving in this role 2013 and 2014, and as president elect in 2012
Discipline Representatives elected:

· Plant Microbe Interactions – Penny Smith (nominated by Martha Ludwig, seconded by Gonzalo Estavillo), thanks to Brett Ferguson for serving in this role 2013 and 2014 

· Plant Science Education Representative – Gonzalo Estavillo (nominated by Martha Ludwig, seconded by Chris Cazzanelli), this is a second term, thanks to Gonzalo Estavillo for the first term
· Student Representative – Muhammad Ahsam Asif (nominated by Hammad Khan, seconded by Brent Kaiser), thanks to Hammad Khan for serving in this role 2013 and 2014.
· Student Representative – Jonathan Dragwidge (nominated by Tony Gendall, seconded by Brent Kaiser)
· Student Representative – Hannah Osborn (nominated by Chris Grof, seconded by Martha Ludwig)
· Student Representative – Muhammad Nouman Sohail (nominated by Rushna Munir, seconded by Hammad Khan)

7. Set Annual Subscription (Membership) Charges
Fees will stay at the current level, but the proposal to increase fees discussed above in Item 3 will be taken to a vote at the ASPS AGM 2015 for a possible increase commencing 2016.

8. Relationship of ASPS to Other National and International Societies
The ASPS Representative on the GPC gave a brief verbal update on GPC activities and initiatives and he tabled a GPC brochure at the meeting. GPC updates are being distributed to members via the ASPS email distribution list.
The group was reminded that all members of ASPS are affiliated with the Global Plant Council (GPC). Tim Colmer thanked Barry Pogson for being the ASPS GPC representative. 
9. ASPS Website
The current ASPS website was established two years ago. Janet Wheeler will focus on up-dating the membership database as a priority. Discipline and student representatives are urged to contribute articles, conference summaries, local plant biology activities, etc. Janet Wheeler and Gonzalo Estavillo will form a working group with the Student Representatives to update and make additions to the website. Members are encouraged to post job advertisements, conference announcements, and outreach activities on the site. For assistance in posting material on the website, please contact Janet Wheeler. Feedback, including ideas of what should be on the site should be directed to Janet Wheeler and Gonzalo Estavillo. 
10. Set Venue for AGM 2015
ComBio2015 will be held at the Melbourne Convention Centre from 27 September until 1 October 2015. The next ASPS AGM will be held at that venue during ComBio2015.

11. Other Business
No other business was discussed.
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